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INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE FROM INDIA. 


Extracts from Letters juft received by the Sufque. 
hannah, from the Rev. Dr. Carry, Serampore. 


TO THE REV. DRe STOUGHTON, PHILADELPHIA. 


Fuly 30, 1807. 
My dear Brother, 


] JUST drop a few lines by Mr. Drinker, to fhow you 
that I have not forgotten you. 

It has always been my opinion, that all in America, whofe 
hearts the Lord ftirs up to this work, fhould either go to the In- 
dians on the back parts of their own country, or to the neigh- 
bouring iflands, Cuba, St. Domineo, &c. I hope their fields 
will be foon occupied with labourers in the harveft of the Lord. 

We expect to baptize two perfons next Lord’s day. One, a 
foldier in the fort, will be the firft baptized in Calcuttta; the 
other is a young man, whofe father is a clergyman in Pembroke- 
fhire, a rural dean. The young man has had a claflical educa- 
tion; having been intended for the miniltry in the Church of 
England. God has, in a wonderful manner, brought him to an 
acquaintance with himielf in the gofpel, and he has propoted to 
unite with us in the work of the miflion. We fhall receive him 
on trial, and after a reafonable time, write to our brethren in 
England to appoint him a miflionary. 1 lock upon this as a 
remarkable appearance of Divine Providence tor this million: 

The walls of our new chapel are raifed up, and moit of the 
timbers are placed on them. May it be a houfe where God 
will dwell. 

We have had fome additions from among the natives. The 
churches at Dinagepore and Cutwa, have alto been increafed, 











6 Intelligence from India. 


We have twenty members in Calcutta: a number fuflicient to 
form a refpectable church. A new church has been formed in 
Jeffore ; and Ram Mohun, one of our native brethren, has been 
lately called to the minifiry. There are now four Baptift 
churches in Bengal, befides the materials for another in Calcutta. 
Blefled be God! 

The tranflations of the Bible are going forward as faft as can 
be expected. The prophets, to Joel, are printed in Bengalee. 
The New Teftament, to the 16th of Jchn, in Sangfkrit ; to the 
middle of Luke, in Oariffa ; and Matthew is more or lefs ad- 
vanced in Mahratta, Hindopfthanee, Perfian, and Gujerattee. 
Seven editions are therefore now in the prefs, and the tranila- 
tions of five more going forward. 

God has fent us a perfon who, I hope, will be of great ufe in 
affilting us int the tranflation into the Perfian language. An 
Arabian, A DESCENDANT OF MAHOMMUD HIMSELF, who was 
about two years ago convinced of the falfehood of Mahometanifm 
by reading the Koran. He wrote to a gentleman at Madras, 
itating his fcruples. This gentleman fent him an Arabic New 
Teftament. He read it; and as he read, new light broke in. 
In confequence of this, he went to Madras, and was baptized 
by a clergyman for whom I have a high efteem, (Dr. Therr.) 
A few months ago, Dr. Therr fent him to us; but I hope he 
has received the grace of God. He is ftudying Syriac and He- 
brew, of both which he will foon be matter, on account of their 
near affinity to Arabic. He is acomplete matter of the Arabic, 
Perfian, and Turkifh, languages, and a good Hindoofthanee 
icholar. He is now employed in the Perfian tranflation. 

Brother Marden has declined the miffion to the Barman em- 
pire; and my fon Felix has offered himfelt to engage in it, and 
is accepted. Encouragement in that quarter is greater than we 
expected. Love to all friends. W. CAKEY. 


TO THE REV. DRe ROGERS, PHILADELPHIA, 


My dear Brother, 


YOU mutt at this time excufe the fhortnefs of my letter. 
The great prefs of bufinefs which at the prefert lies upon me, 
holds my hand, whether | would or not. 

We received the dollars fafe, which were brought out by Mr. 
Drinker. I think I acknowledged the receipt of them imme- 
diately by a fhip which was then leaving the place. I feel un- 
der great obligation to our dear friend Mr. Ralfton, but fear I 
cannot at this time, write either to him or to captain Wickes. 
Give my love to them both. 

‘Lhe number of baptifms among us has been fewer this year 
than the laft; yet feveral have come forward. Brother Fernan- 
dez at Dinagepore, and brother Chamberlaine at Cutwa, hgve 

















Revival of Religion in New-Jerfey. 4 


liad additions to the churches in thofe places. A new church 
has been. formed in the diltri&t of Jeffore, and another of our 
native brethren, Ram Mohun,. formerly a Bramin, has been 
called to the work of the miniftry. We expect to baptize two 
. perfons next Lord’s day : one at Serampore, and one at Calcutta. 
‘This will be the firft baptifm in Calcutta; may it be followed 
by more. Government has given us leave to erect a chapel at 
Calcutta. The timbers are moft of them put on. I expect that 
4t will be opened by the end of the year. 

Brethren Marden and Chater went lately to Rongoon, a port 
in the Burman empire, to try whether the gofpel could be intro- 
duced there. ‘lhe encouragement they met with far exceeded 
our expectation. On their return to take their families, brother 
Marden declined the undertaking. A few weeks ago we had a 
meeting to choofe a brother to accompany brother Chater, in 
the place of brother Marden. We then agreed that every one 
fhould make it a matter of prayer for fifteen days, that the heart 
of him might be ftirred up to offer himielf, whom God would 
employ in this work. - At the expiration of this time, my eldeit 
fon (Felix) offered himfelf. His knowledge of Bengalee, Hin- 
doofthanee, and Sangikrit, added to an acquaintance with med- 
icine and furgery, to which he has applied himielf with the 
advantage of attending the practice at the general hofpital, will 
make his lois feverely felt here. Brother Ward and myielf 
thought he ought not to go; but the evident anfwer to prayer, 
the affection that fubfifts between him and brother Chater, and 
between their wives, filenced our oppolition. They have fent 
neceffaries in a fhip now on its paflage to Rongoon, and will ge 
as foon as poffible. May the Lord grant proiperity. 

Affectionately your’s, 
W. CAREY. 





‘* 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NEW-JERSEY. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Asa HILLYER, 
to the Rev. Mr. CLay, dated Orange, December 
23, 1807. 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


I AM, through divine and unmerited goodnefs, per- 
fectly recovered from the long and diftrefling illnefs with which 
I was vifited the laft winter. I never enjoyed more perfect 
health than I have. had for three or four months paft. [ have 
been enabled to labour, for the laft three months, more than te 
preach every day. 

You have no doubt heard of the precious revival of religion 
With which the churches in this vicinity are favoured, It pleated 

















8 Perfevering Prayer honoured. 


a gracious God to extend this glorious work to the dear people 
of my charge, the laft week in September. Since that time, the 
work has been gradually progrefling. More than two hundred, 
in this congregation, have been made the vifible fubjeéts of this 
work ; and it is ftill hopefully progrefling. A number of new 
caies of very folemn awakening, have taken place within a week 
pait. The oldeft people among us fay they have never feen fo 
great and fo general folemnity before. We have divine fervice 
three times every Lord’s day in the church. and twice in the 
week. Every evening we have either a lecture or fociety meet- 
ing, attended in fome part of the congregation. Every day in 
the week, except Saturday, from nine in the morning until nine 
in the evening, I am engaged in preaching or converfing with 
exercifed foulg Oh! it is a glorious work. Pray for me, my 
dear brother, that I may be humble and faithful. 

I hope, at fome future time, to give you a more particular 
account of what God is doing for us; at prefent I cannot. 
While I am writing I have a call to vifit four or five perfons, 
who are faid to be deeply impreffled, and with whom I have not 
yet had opportunity to converte. 

The work, I am told, progrefles at Newark and Elizabeth- 
town, and is fpreading to feveral other congregations. May 
God grant, that what has yet been feen may be but as the {mall 
droppings before a more plentiful fhower. 








Perfevering Prayer honoured ; or, great events 


from {mall beginnings. - [lluftrated in the cafe of 
Elijah. 


AFTER the conteft with Baal’s priefts, in which truth 
prevailed over error, and the honour of Jehovah was vindicated 
by a fign from heaven, idolatry was overturned, and its advo- 
cates were either filenced: or flain. But, to fhew that God de- 
lighteth in mercy, and that when judgment is inflicted, it is from 
neceffity, not from pleafure; no fooner does lirael renounce 
idolatry, than a pardoning God promifes to withdraw that fam- 
ine, under which they have long been fuffering, through the 
want of rain. No fooner had God promiied to thowgr falvation 
upon fuffering Ifrael, than we are told that “ Ahab went up to 
eat and to drink; and Elijah went up to the top of Carmel: 
and he caft himfelf down upon the earth, and put his face be- 
tween his knees ; and faid to his fervant, Go up now and look 
toward the fea. And he went up, and looked, and faid, There 
is nothing. And he faid, Go again feven times: and it came 
to pafs at the feventh time, that he faid, Behold, there arifeth a 
little cloud out of the fea, like a man’s hand.” 1 Kings xviii. 


® 
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2, 43> 44- While the tondu@ of this prophet hold out an ex- 
ample wofthy of our imitation, his /ucce/s is calculated to encout- 
age us to perfevere in the fame duty. | . 

Let us notice his coadu& Ahab and Elijah had feparated ; 
but Ahab went, not to humble himfelf before that God whom 
he had infulted ; not to reproach Jezebel for her bad counfel; 
mot to devife means whereby he might honour God, and blefs 
his country; but he went to eat and to drirk; to confole his 
beloved Jezebel on the iofs of her priefts and her god; and to 
regale himfelf in the profpe& of approaching plenty. On the 
contrary, Elijah feeks retirement. After the painful, but hon- 
ourable, fervice of the day, he climbs the mount of Carmel ; 
there to obtain, not food for himfelf, but God’s favour to Irae. 
There his faith feeds on the promife, while his prayer is filled 
with ardent fupplications to obtain the bleffings it held out. In 
the evening, his God had anfwered him by fire from heaven ; 
but now he pleads, that He would blefs Ifrael with abundance 
of rain. 

What deep humility appeared in his addrefs!' * He caft him- 
felf down upon the earth.” Behold the man, who on the pre- 
ceding evening ftood before Hrael, honoured and obeyed as thé 
prophet of Jehovah, now proftrating himfelf on the ground,— 
rifing gradually on his knees! but, ftill to fhew how greatly 
Ged was to be feared, even by a prophet, when he approached 
him, he bows down his head to the earth. Prayer is indeed the 
proper exercife of the heart. In it the foul wreftles with God 
for a bleffing. In vain do we draw near him with our lips, if 
the heart be far from him. Though bodily exercife can profit 
little, yet even that fhould bear fome correfpondence with the 
difpofition of the mind. Thofe honours which earthly fovereigns 
confer on their fubjects, are generally received on their knees. 
Let us, therefore, come and #nec? before the Lord our Maker. 
And were the pulpits and pews, in all our places of worfhip, 
fuitably accommodated for fuch a pofition in our public ad- 
drefles, it might be as proper. In particular cafes of advanced 
age, or bodily infirmity, @ fitting poftire may be neceflary ; but 
when it is the habitual praétice of healthy individuals, or of 
whole congregations, to fit during the time of prayer, the ap- 
pearance is not only indecent, but inexcufable. Elijah prof- 
trated himéelf in the prefence of God: and were it the general 
practice of worfhippers to kneel in prayer, to ftand while they 
frag, and to fit while hearing the fermon, it would be produc+ 
tive, not only of greater variety and of fweeter harmony, but of 
@riGer attention. But where the people fit to fing, to pray, and 
to hear, can we wonder to behold fo many nodding heads, or 
drowfy countenances, when they fhould be all attention ? 

Great earnefine/s was alfo manifelt on this occafion. His 
freart was fixed and fervent. He continued, and probably long, 
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wreltling for that blefling fo much needed by Ifrael. His-God, 
and his fervant (whom fome fuppofe to have been that fon of 
the Shunamite, born in anfwer to a promife, and afterwards re- 
ftored to life as a miracle of God’s power) were the only wit- 
nefles of this folemn fcene. Often as the fervant had looked at 
his mafter, he does not appear to have interrupted him in his 
devotion but ence. In compliance with the prophet’s order, he 
went and looked toward the fea ; and, upon his-return, faying, 
“There is nothing,” the prophet bade him go yet feven times; 
that is, though he was to repeat his vifits again and again, he 
wilhed not to be interrupted in his devotion, till the difcovery 
was obtained. Not a word, nor fo much as a whifper, was to be 
heard! It was the inward devotion of the heart ; the wreftling 
of the mind; earnelt, fervent, inwroughi prayer. The fervant 
tvent, and came. Probably, upon every repeated vifit to the 
fummit of the mount, as well as upon his return to the place 
where he had left his mafter, he might make fome ftay ; yet he 
always found his mafter in the fame place, and in the fame pofi- 
tion. Still he continued in prayer. Could we have read the 
language of his heart, when there was not a word on his tongue, 
it would have been to the following effe& :—* Lord, as 1 was 
yelterday called to.be an advocate for thee, I now appear as an 
mterceflor for Ifrael. Follow the convictions they then felt, 
with an effectual impreffion on their minds. Forgive the ini- 
quity of this people. Do not abhor them, for thy name’s fake. 


Remember them in great mercy; and break not thy covenant ~ 


with them. I cannot let thee go till thou grant a bleffed rain, 
to render a barren land fruitful; and to convince them that 
there is a God and a prophet in Ifrael.”’ 

Confidence gave vigour to his earneftnefs in this prayer. It 
was the prayer of faith; founded, not on the mighty power of 
God, or the general goodnefs of God, but on his graticus 

rumife. Before the leaft exhalation appeared from the fea, or 
a cloud to indicate the approach of a fhower ; while the heavens 
were as a heated furnace above, and the earth like fuel, half 
confumed beneath, Elijah had been commiffioned to affure Ahab 
that rain was coming in abundance. The prophet, therefore, 
might be certam that the promife would be fulfilled ; but, to let 
us iee that while promifes furnifh matter for prayer, faith is the 
hand to be employed to {queeze the bleflings of divine goodnefs 
out of thofe promiies, Elijah, by prayer and fupplication, makes 
known his requeft to God. Inftead of going, like Ahab, to eat 
and drink ; or retiring to Carmel, there to fit ftill in his floth; 
inftead of, with fome, faying, “If it is to be, it will be: my 
prayers will neither fruftrate nor forward the performance of 
the promife ;” he pleaded with God to beftow that blefling he 
had promifed. He believed that he fhould have the blefling, 
before he afked it; and therefore he would give God no reft 


till he had obtained it. 
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Perfeverance in prayer accompanied his confidence. Thougt. 
<God feemed to tarry, the prophet kept waiting for him, and 
pleading with him His fervant was probably more impatient, 
while running backwards and forwards fo frequently without 
fuccefs. Six times ‘had the young man gone and reterned ; but 
he faw nothing. ‘ How happy would he be on the feventh to 
break the filence, faying, “1 fee a cloud like a man’s’hand, rife 
out of the fea!” As if he had faid, “«O, my father, give over 
thy pleadiig! thou aft had power with God, and haft pre- 
vailed! Thy prayer is heard. Yes; I have feen, as it were, 
the hand of God, as that of a man, rifing out of the fea, to fub- 
fcribe his amen to alb thy petitions. Only, mafter, rife—behold, 
and acknowledge it 'thyfelf!” ‘Thus, 


* To patient faith the prize is.fure.” 


Let this prophet’s fuccefs in pleading, encourage God’s chil- 
dren to perfevere in prayer. ‘lhe fervant faid,. “ Behold there 
arifeth a little cloud out of the fea,” &c. In this, as in many 
other inftances, we behold great effects ariling from very imall 
beginnings. Things, which at firlt appeared almoft infignifi- 
cant, have enlarged into very extenfive bleffings. This cloud, 
which appeared no bigger than what might have been covered 
by a man’s hand, kept gradually afcending and extending itielf, 
till at laft it covered the whole fky. Thus alfo hath i been 
with truth in the church, with grace in the heart, with efforts to 
promote the interefts of religion in particular places, and with 
the diffufion of happinets in the world, 

In taking a view of the rife and {pread of divine rut in the 
church, we behold it rifing like a man’s hand out of the ocean. 
of human mifery, in the firft promife of God after man’s tall :— 
I will put enmity between the ferpent and the woman, and be- 
tween the feed of this and of that; but in bruifing the heei of 
the one, the head of the other fhall be crufhed.- Probahly, at 
Grit, this promife would appear to thefe progenitors of mankind 
dark, obicure, and inligniticant. But it has proved a cloud full 
of bleflings, which have often refrefhed and made giad the city 
of God. Rifing out of its former obfcurity, it has extended 
itfelf widér and wider, till it has become amplified into ali thofe 
exceeding great and precious promifes, which now appear yea 
and amen in Chriit Jefus. For what.is the whole Bible but the 
firlt promife expanded, illuftrated, and applied? It was no less 
than Chrift, grace, glory, and gmmortality in the promife. 

The fame may be iaid of grace in the heart. Like this cloud, 
or like a grain of multard-feed, to which it is compared én ferip- 
ture, hardly perceptible at firlt, it unites with the foil, {wells, 
germinates, burits the fhell, {prings up, forms itie!t into branches, 
and extends them till the birds come and lodge under its thadow. 
While the mind is under concern and .convittion, grace remains 
hid under a cloud of obicurity. Jn appearance it is all cloud; 
but there is a blefling behind, which, like a hand, brings help, 
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and works deliverance. Thus, that work of grace, which com- 
mences in conviction, advances to a ferious concern, increaies 
with hopes, which are often beclouded with tears, gradually 
becomes like the fhining light; or like this extending cloud, iffues 
in all the bieflednefs of falvation. Increafing with the increaie 
of God, it grows up toward a perfeé& man in Chrift, tll it attain 
to the mark of the ftature of his fullnefs. Take courage, O ye 
timid followers of the compaflionate Jefus , he that hath begun 
his good work im you, will preferve and perform it, till he has 
perfected that which concerneth’ you, 

Efforts to promote the intereft of religion, m particular places, like 
this little cloud, have afterwards been greatly extended. A 
Cornelius has prayed in private; or two or three who feared 
the Lord have converfed together, and united in prayer, for the 
direction and -bleffing of God upon their liberal defigns. ‘The 
Lord has hearkened, heard, and an{wered the prayers which his 
Spirit indited in their hearts. A meflenger from divine mercy 
has been fent amongft them. One, like the Philippian javler, 
has heard and trembled ; another, like Lydia, found her heart 
opened to attend to the word preached; a third, like the wan- 
dering Onefimus, has been imprefled by the very fame tru:h 
upon which he had formerly turned his back. ihe prayers of 
a pious few have proved like the dew from heaven, to water the 
feed difleminated by the faithful minifter. Others were inclined 
to hear, and made to feel, the power of divine truth. -A church 
was formed, the congregation increaled, the handful of corn was 
greatly multiplied, the little one became a thoufand. The cry 
then was, Lengthen the cords, and ftrengthen the itakes. Thus, 
like this cloud, they were collected to {catter bleffings all around. 
Not only on this little hill, but upon individuals and families 
around them, the fhowers have come down in their feafon, even 
thowers of bleffings ; while frefh converts have {prung up as ‘the 
grais, or have flourifhed as willows by the water-couries. 

Like this cloud, the diffufion of happinefs in the world has 
origmated from very {mall beginnings. Witnefs the firit intro- 
duction of the gofpel in Judea, and afterwards into Britain ; 
and witnefs focieties, which have been formed and fucceeded, 
for the {fpread of the-gofpel, the proraoting of religious know- 
ledge, or the fending of miffionaries to the heathen : others, for 
diltributing Bibles at home and abroad, in our fleets and our 
armies ;: and who can tell but the humiliations and prayers of 
the late faft-day may be produttive of extenfive bleflings, halten- 
ing on that day, when all the kingdoms of the earth fhall fubmit 
themfelves to Jefus Chrift, and the world be filled with his glory. 
Blefled day! when peace fhall look down from heaven, and war 
{hall no longer defolate the earth ! 

While that cloud of gofpel grace, which originally appeared 
in Judea, has extended itfelf even to us,let us feverally inquire 
whethex, as individuals, it has proved to our fouls a thower 
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ef mercy, which, bringing falvation, maketh “barren hearts 
fruitful ? . 

Let us alfo take notice of the connexion there is between 
prayer and providence. View this in the abolition of the flave- 
trade ; m the profperity of the goipel m particular places; and 
in the fpread of it in the world. Though the Saviour be ye 
clothed with a cloud, foon will he fhine forth, .as the fun in its 
ftrength ; and then all the nations of the earth will fee and 
ejoice in the falvation of our God. 
Lond. Evan. Mag. 








— 


The Being and Perfections of God, reflected from 
his Works. 


“e 

For the invifible things of him from the creation of 
the. world are clearly feen, being underitood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead.” Kom. i. 20. 
The following very pertinent obiervations were made by a na- 
tive Greenlander, to a miflionary who was ient among the drea- 

ry inhabitants of thofe frozen regions. 
“ It is true, (faid he) we were ignorant heathens, and knew 
nothing of God, or a Saviour ; and indeed. who thould teil us 


. of him until you came. But thou mult not imagine that no 


Greenlander thinks about theie things. I myicif have often 
thought that a kajak, (a boat) with all its tackie and imple- 
ments, does not grow into exiltence of itielf; but muti be made 
by the ingenuity of man. Now the meanett bird has tar more 
{kill difplayed in its ttruéture than the beit dajaé, and no man 
can make a bird. But there is ftill far greater art fhewn in the 
formation of man, than of any other creature. Whowas it that 
made him? I bethought me he proceeded trom his parents aid 
they from their parents: but fome muit have been the firit pa- 
rents—Whence did they come? Common report intorms me, 
they grew out of the earth ; but if fo, why does it not ftill hap- 
pen Gent men grow out of the earth? And from whence did 
this fame earth itfelf, the fea, the dun, the moon, and ftars, ariie 
into exiftence ? Certainly there muit be fome Being who made 
all thefe things—a Being that always was, and can never ceafe 
to be. He mutt be inexpreflibly more mighty, knowing, and 
wife, than the wifeft man. He mutt be very good, too; becauie 
that every thing which he has made is good, uleful, and neceilary 
for us. Ah! did 1 but know him, how would I love and hon- - 
ourhim! But who has feen him? None of us poor men. Yet 
there may be men, too, that know fomething of him. O that f 
could {peak with fuch !—Therefore, (faid he) as foon as I heard 
you fpeak of this Being, I believed it dire@tly with all my heart, 
becauie I had io long defired to hear it.” 

Crant2’s Hift. of Greenland 
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i4 Extra from Mr. Beddome’s Difcourfes. 


FRAGMENT. 
Extract from the Rev. Mr. Beppome’s Difcourfes. 


Ir any man hear my voice.”” How foft, how fweet 
the expreffion ! how extenfive the grace! If any man, whatever 
his country, character, or condition may be. Though he may 
have been a montter in wickednefs, a beaft in fulfilling the lufts 
of the flefh, and a devil in fulfilling thofe of the mind ; though 
he has no merit to recommend him, no peace-offering to bring 
with him ; though he feels his heart as hard as a ftone, nay, 
harder than the nether mill-ftone; let him have had ever fo 
much or ever fo little terror beforehand; let his convictions have 
been ever fo weak, or ever fo ftrong; though he may feem to 
himfelf ever fo unhumbled and unbroken ; yea, though he may 
have flood it out againft Chrift thefe thirty, torty, fifty, or fixty 
years,—yet, “if he fhall now hear my voice,” faith the Saviour, 
‘and open the door, I will come in to him, and will fup with 
him, and he with me.” p. 45. 

This extra& thews that genuine, old-fafhioned Calvinifm is 
neither afraid nor afhamed of addreffing finners of all defcrip- 
tions. And this volume contains many awakening addrefles 
to the ungodly. In fine, it affords much that is profitable for 


readers of all chara¢ters and of all opiniofs. 
Lond. Evan. Mag. 
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Extraé&t from the Rev. Isaac Casz’s Journal, di- 
rected to the Chairman of the Society. 


Very dear Brother, 


I HAVE now fet down to give you fome account of 
my travels and labours the fummer paft.—I have experienced 
more bodily infirmities than what has been common for me, 10 
that I was unable to preach for feveral days. And as to my 
“mind, I have had much gloominefs, darknefs and dejection upon 
my {pirits, and my underftanding greatly cloted up from the 
facred fcriptures. Alas! I drag on heavily without my Sa- 
viour’s prefence. O may I learn by this, to place a humble de- 
pendence on him alone. 
I entered upon my prefent miffion on the 31:ft of May laft. 
I vifited and preached to a deftitute fociety in Monmouth, vn 
the 6th of June; and then directed my courie to the new fettle- 
ments on thegwett fide of Penobicot River. Being hindered by 
the rain, I ftopped and preached three times in Vaflalborough. 
Then went to Northport, where I preached once. Here I feil in 
company with brother William Allen, a young Jicenfed preacher, 
who concluded to travel with me. We arrived at a place called 
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Stutton-town on Friday evening, June 13. This place was 2 
waite howling wildernefs until about five years ago, when four 
or five families moved into it. The moft of them were profef- 
fors; but they were in a very low {tate of mind, as to the exer- 
cife of religion, until about a year ago, when I vifited and preached 
with them feveral times, and baptized four perfons. From that 
time to the prefent, they have kept up the worfhip of God 


_amongft thetnielves, and have been much engaged in the caufe 


of Chrift. Of late God has poured out his Spirit, and converted 
a number more. After preaching feveral times, which were 
generally refrefhing feafons, we on the 16th of June met for 
conference, when eight came forward and related what the Lord 
had done for their fouls. We then repaired to the water, where 


they were buried with Chrift in baptifm. When we returned to 


the houfe, the articles of faith and covenant were read and ex- 
plained, and after conferring fome time upon the fubject, they 
adopted them, and I gave them the right hand of fellowfhip as 
a church of Chrift. This was a heart-melting feaion: many 
eyes were flowing with tears. This is the firft church gathered 
in this part ofthe wildernefs ; and this the Lord hath raifed up 
in the primitive, apoftolic order of the gofpel. O that his 
watchful eye may be over it for good. It confifts at prefent of 
eleven members ; and it is expected that feveral more “vill be 
added to it foon. 

On Wedneiday left them ; and on the day following preach- 
ed a funeral fermon, at the interment of a young man who died 
of a confumption. ‘There hath been a revival of religion in this 
neighbourhood. Lord’s day I preached and adminiftered the 
Lord’s fupper to a deititute church in Bluehill. 

Wednefday, June 24, went to Deer-Ifle. Here I formerly 
met with a kind reception, from both minifter and people ; but 
their prefent miniiter, Mr. B. rejected me; and by his influence 
fome that were feals of my miniitry would not come to hear me 
preach. God is gracioutfly reviving his work in this place, under 
the preaching of brother W. Hubbard. I preached three times 
here, and was favoured with refrething feafons. 

Lord’s day morning, June 28, crofled over to Fox-Ifland, and 
heard a Pedobaptilt miniiter preach much to my fatisfaétion. 
In the afternoon I preached to a crowded aflembly. This was 
a good day. Preached again the next day: and on Tuefday 
crofied the bay to [homaftown: here i tarried two nights, and 
preached three times. <fter this I vifited the iflands, and 
preached feveral times among them. 

On Saturday, July 18, went to Caftine, where I preached twe 
fermons and baptized two women. I then purfued my journey 
eaftward, preaching almoit every day. 

On my route I fell in company with Mr. Samuel Sewall, a 
plous Pedobaptift minifter, who is on a miffionin thefe parts ; 
and allo with Klder Burton, of Halifax, a dear minilter of the 
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gofpel, with whom I fpent nearly two weeks, in the province of 
New-Brunfwick. I heard Him preach and converfe with great 
freedom, which knit my heart to him. I fpent about three 
weeks in this province, preaching and converfing with the infant 
churches But, alas! how poorly am I qualified to labour with 
a people fo prone to turn afide from the fimplicity of the truth 
as it is in Jefus! But I hope my poor labours were not alto- 
gether in vain amongft them. | 

At St. Andrew’s the church was in a very confufed flate. I 
pity thefe poor babes in Chrift, for I believe they wifh to be 
right. But O how far may Chriftians be mifled by their vain im- 
aginations, and by unfkilful teachers, when they are young in 
religion! On Saturday, Auguft 22, the church met for confer- 
ence; and after we had addrefled the throne of grace, and la- 
boured a leng time, the main body of the church appeared to 
be agreed, and” renewed their covenant engagement with each 
other. The next day brother Burton preached to them in the 
forenoon, and I tried to preach to them in the afternoon, and 
then adminiftered thé Lord’s fupper. I believe it was bleffed 
by the Lord to them. Monday, after preaching, a@woman came 
forward and related her experience, and was baptized. This 
was a refrefhing time. She was awakened in her youthful days, 
but th*fe impreflions wore off. When I was here laft fummer, 
her convictions were renewed. Soon after fhe was violently be- 
fet with temptations: twice fhe made the attempt to put an end 
to her exiftence ; but He that preventeth man’s deftruction, kept 
her back from the dreadful a&. Soon after this fhe was laid on 
a fick bed, and in the time of her ficknefs the Saviour appeared 
for her foul. She foon recovered her health; and now gives 
good evidence of being a humble, fincere believer on the Son of 
God. 

Auguft 25, I went, in company with brother Burton, to Bo- 
cabeck. Here he preached two fermons to a number who gladly 
received the word ; but I was unable to preach, by reafon of 
ficknefs. My intention was, to go to Magguguadavick River ; 
but a man came after me from St. Andrew’s, to return and 
baptize his wife and fome others, who were not willing that 
I thould leave thoie parts until they had aniwered a good con- 
fcience towards God, in following their Saviour in this ordi- 
nance. Having confiderably recovered my health, I returned ; 
and on the Lord’s day following baptized five. One of them, 
who had been very unbelieving and doubtful about her ftate, 
took courage to go forward, but with a trembling heart: but 
as fhe was raifed up out of the water, fhe broke out, in a very 
folemn manner, in praife to God. This was a pleafant and de- 
lightful feafon. } 

Monday, Auguft 31, I took my leave of them, and came in 
a boat to Eaftport. Here 1 ftopped and preached one leéture, 
and then returned homeward, preaching by the way as I had 
opportunity. 
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On the 16th of September, I attended the Lincoln Affocia- 
tion, at Iflefborough ; and I think we were favoured with the 
prefence of our Redeemer. Four infant churches joined, three 
of which were conttituted this feafon. 

On my way homewards I was fick two days; but by- the 


 blefling of a gracious God, I arrived fafe to my family on the 


2oth of September, and found them all alive, and the moft of 
them in good health. O for a heart of gratitude } 

‘Vhe fame week I attended the Bowdoinham Affociation. 
This was a precious meeting: it appeared to me a faint refem- 
blance of that general affociation, when they fhall come from 
the eaft, and from the weft, and from the north, and from the 
fouth, and fhall fit down with Abraham, and Maac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

Since our affociation, I have vifited feveral deftitute churches 
en Sandy and Kennebeck rivers. 

In the town of Canaan there was.a fmall Baptift church gath- 
ered a few years ago. They have paffed through many trials 
and difcouragements fince ; and the profpeét has been that they 
would be diifolved. But about a year ago three or four ‘of the 
members were remarkably ftirred up to wreftle with God in 
prayer, for a revival of religion. Prayer meetings were fet up, 
a revival foon took place, and feveral were brought forward the 
winter paft to the duty of baptifm. ‘Of late a number of ftout- 
hearted youths have been brought'to bow to the mild fceptre of 
the Prince of Peace, and to rejoice in his falvation. I believe 
that nearly twenty haye been baptized and added to the church. 
Three were baptized by Elder Wyman, whilft I was with them; 
and feveral were baptized the week before by Elder Kendall. 
The work feems to be {till going on. 

Otober 30, I fet out ealtward, with a view to go as far as 
Nova-Scotia, if God im his providence fhould open the way for 
me fo to do. On my way, I preached one Lord’s day in No- 
bleborough. Here the attention of the people hath been lately 
called up, under the preaching of brother Filfbury. 

Lord’s day, November 8, 1 preached two fermons at Iflefbo« 
rough, and then haftened to Northport, where I preached one 
fermon, and adminiltered the Lord’s fupper to the deftitute 
church in that place. 

Monday, November 9, returned to Iflefborough; and after 
preaching a fermon from Luke i. 6. “ And they were both 
righteous before God,” I baptized a man and his wife, that 
have been lately brought to the knowledge of the truth, ‘hey 
were like new-born babes, who defire the fincere milk of the 
word, that they may grow thereby. ‘aking my leave of them, 
I rowed acrois the bay to Northport, and preached in the even- 
ing; and about nine o’clock we went to a cove, where { bap- 


tized a man about fifty years of age. He had’ lived without 
4. 
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18 Dialogue on the Death of Stephen. 


God in the world until very lately. I truft the Lord hath given 
him a new heart. Let His name be magnified. 

I am now at Addifon, attempting to write to you, my deat 
brother. I hope when thete lines.reach you, your heart will be 
ftirred up to py for me. Next week, by the will of the Lord, 


I am to go to Machias, and affiit brother Hale in conftituting a 
church in that place. Be pleafed to receive this halty fketch, 


from your unworthy brother in Chriit, 
ISAAC CASE. 
Addifon, November 19, 1807. 








A Dialogue between Timon and Caleb, upon the 
Death of “Stephen ; particularly upon his dying 
Prayer, addrefled to Jesus. 


To all who profefs the Chriftian religion, correct views 
of the character of its Author will always be deemed important. 
The facred {criptures are our only fafe guide in this important 
inquiry. The charaéter which they give of Jefus Chrilt, how- 
ever incomprehenfible to reafon, is undoubtedly the true one. 
The prayer of the dying martyr, which is the fubje& of the 
enfuing dialogue, affords no inconfiderable proof of the proper 
Deity of Jefus Chrift: for prayer is certainly an act of religious 
worthip, and if offered to an invifible being, muft be confidered 
as idolatrous and abfurd, unlefs that being be God. Thou /halt 
worsuiP the Lorp tur Gop, and wim ontr fhalt thou ferve. ‘Uhis 
is a law equally binding on Chriftians and Jews. 

‘“‘ Let us fuppofe Timon, a deacon of the Chriftian congrega- 
tion at Jertfalem, juft returned from the ftoning of Stephen, 
falling into the following converfation with Caleb, a Chriftian, 
who had continued in the city, and had only heard a confufed 
account of the martyr’s death. 

Caleb. 1s Stephen really dead ? 

Timon. Heis. I faw him fall afleep;* and, before fun-fet, 
the forrowful brotherhood intend to bury him.t 

C. Did you hear his trial? 

T. I was in court, and heard as much as could be expected 
in a place of fuch uncommon tumult and noife. 

C. Who were his accufers ? 

f. We have, you know, in this city feveral colleges, where 
the fons of thofe Jews, who live in Afia, Egypt, Greece, and It- 
aly, are fent to be educated. Either the matters, or the ftudents, 
of four of thefe houfes, pretended fome time ago to confute our 
doétrine, and to that end di/puted with Stephen.{ Unable to re- 
fit the force of his reafoning, they hit on the abominable method 


® Ads vii. 60. + viii. 2, $ vi. 9. 
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Dialogue on the Death of Stephen. 19 


of rendering him odious to government, and procured men to 
accufe him of bla/phemy.* Thefe accufers depofed againft him. 
C. The caufe was tried then in the ecclefiaftical court ? 
J. Itwas. The Sanhedrim fat, and the high-prieft was 


_ jedge.t 


C. The caufe certainly belonged to that court: but, as the 
Jaw of blafphemy adjudges the blafphemer to be ftoned to death ;t 
and as the Romans have deprived all our courts of the power of 
putting a fubjeét to death ; the whole bufinefs of the ecclefiaftical 
court is to determine the nature of the crime. In order to do 
this, the Sanhedrim can receive an accufation, arreft a fubjeé, 
place him at the bar, receive the depofitions of witnefles 
againft him, give an opinion on the nature of the crime, and 
declare what punifhment our law infliés on the criminal. 
But the infli@ion of the punifhment belongs to the temporal 
courts. This order was obferved in the trial of our bleffed 
Matter. 

T. Far from obferving this order now, they had not patience 
to hear him out; they interrupted him in his defence; thev 
behaved like madmen; the court declared him guilty of blat- 
phemy ; and the zealots affecting to fall in with the declaration, 
hurried him out of the city and ftoned him to death, without 
any authority from the governor. Alas! had we been aware— 

C. Aware of what, brother? Had we informed the gover- 
nor of the tumult; had he refented their encroachment on his 
office ; had he taken Stephen out of their hands; his interpofi- 
tion would have delayed his execution a day or two: but it 
would not have faved his life. The Sanhedrim have not the 
power of putting a fubject to death: but they have the power 
of determining when he deferves to die ; and the fordid {cribes 
will take care fo to explain the word blafphemy as to include 
the cafe under confideration, and to expofe the accufed to the 
penalty of a law, which he has not broken. say 

T. How do the ‘fcribes define blafphemy ? 

C. They include in the term a great many mifdemeanors, 
which have no relation, or a very diltant one, to. that action, 
which the ftatute defcribes by the word blafphemy, the punifh- 
ment of which is lapidation. According to them, to fpeak dif- 
refpectfully of Mofes, of the law, of the temple, of the city, is to 
be guilty of blafphemy. ‘T'o do either of thefe, fay they, is to 
infult God ; for the temple is his fanctuary, the city is his holy 
place, Mofes is his fervant, and the law his will. Thus under 
the thew of a- wife and fcrupulous piety, they abufe the word, 
and involve the innocent with the guilty, firft in the crime, and 
laft in the punifhment of blafphemy. 

T. How would you define that blafphemy, which Mofes in 
the law condemns ? 


* Ads vi. 9, 10, 21, # vi 12, -vik ©. $ Lev. xxiv. 10—17, 
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C. Blafphemy, in my opinion, is the {peaking or writing of 
any thing knowingly and wilfully, which is injurious to the per- 
fections of Jehovah. Three things, 1 think, are eflential to the 
crime. 1. God mutt be the object. 2. The words, which are 
fpoken or written, muft be in their aatare, and mdependently on 
confequences that others may derive from them, injurious to the 
object, God. 3. The /ubje@, or he who commits the crime, muft 
commit it knowing it to be injurious to God, and intending to 
have it underftood fo. ‘lo this blafphemy, and, I believe, to 
no other, the ftatute belongs The blafphemy of him, on whofe 
account the law was made,* that of Pharaoh,+ and that of Rab- 
fhakeh,t agree to this definition. What 1 have defcribed I call 
REAL blaiphemy,: but there is a revAtive blafphemy, which 
proceeds from talie opinions of religion. A good man may be 
guilty of this ignorantly, by propagating opinions, which tend te 
difhonour God : but the tendency of which he does not perceive. 
A good man may be guilty of this confrudtively; for if he 
{peak freely again{t received errors, which the prieits hold facred, 
they will conftrue what he fays into blafphemy. 

7. Thus they dealt with Stephen. ‘They accufed him of 
{peaking bla/phemous words againft Mofes, and againft God.§ In 
proof of which the witnefles depofed, that they heard him fay, 
Fefus of Nazareth fhall deftroy this place.\|| This is a prophecy, 
but it is not blafphemy; our rulers {hould have examined the 
truth of this predi¢tion. 

C. They did not want information. But what followed in 
court? | | 

ZT. The holy man, throwing the difpofitions of his heart in- 
to the features of his face, made his defence. The noife and 
contufion of the court wete fo great that we could hear only 
parts of it, and fo violent was the rage of his judge., that 
they would not fuffer him-to finifh it. He intended to own, 
I thought, the prediction, ‘and to deny the blafphemy of it. 
For thefe purpofes he ran through the hiftory of our nation, 
and fhew the defign of God in inftituting ceremonial ufages. 
They were well adapted to prevent idolatry, to which the 
nation had been formerly addicted ; and to reprefent thofe fub- 
ftantial benefits, which the Mefliah was to procure. It was 
no blafphemy to fay, that when they had anfwered the end 
of their inftitution, they were to be abolifhed. Perceiving they 
would not let him go through his defence, he taxed his judges 
with murdering Jefus Chrilt, and with violating the law. When 
they heard thefe charges they were cut tn the heart, and they gnafhed 
on him with their teeth: but he, being full of the Holy Ghoft, looked up 

Jfredfaflly into heaven, and faid, Behold, I fee the heavens opened, and 
the Son of Man flanding on the right hand of God! 

C. Where was he when he exclaimed thus ? 


* Lev. xxiv. ro. ¢ Exod. v 2 vilie rg. ix. 27: 
$ Ha. xxxvi. § Ads vi. rr. ll vi. 34. 
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7. He was at the bar in the council-chamber in the temple, 
where the Sanhedrim {it to hear caufes ; the place, perot which, 
his accufers faid, be had fpoken blafphemous words.* ‘This excla- 
mation broke up the court in the utmoft confufion: fome cried 
out with aloud voice, Blafphemy ! blafphemy! others /foppéd their 
ears, and the zealots, ru/bing on him with one accord, \ed him from 
the temple, and out of the city, to his execution.t ‘hey ftoned 
him without the gate, on the eaft fide of the city, on the fteep 
defcent towards the vale of Jehofhaphat.t 

C. You followed, | prefume: did you get near enough to 
hear any of -his laft words? 

T. 1 faw him kneel down, and I heard him addrefs two 
prayers to Jefus Chrift ; one tor himfelf, the other for his ene- 
mies. The firft was, Lord Fe/us, receive my /pirit ; and the laft, 
Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. He fell afleep as toon as he 
had uttered the laft of thefe ejaculations. 

C. Did our compajlionate Maiter appear to him again at 
the place of execution, as he had appeared to him in the hall ? 

T. J heard nothing of fuch an appearance. § 

C. His death very much refembled that of our Saviour. 
His two laft prayers were evidently taken from the lips of our 
departing Lord. You remember, one of his petitions was, 
Father, forgive them ; and another, Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my fpirit.\| The forgiving of fins, and the beatifying of a 
departing foul, are works of Jehovah; to him Jefus Chrift ap- 
plied for both; and Stephen, by applying to Jefus for both thefe 
bleffings, has proved, that, in his opinion, Jefus and Jehovah are 
one. 

7. The murderers of Stephen, then, wil} continue to think 
that he was guilty of blafphemy ? 

C. Undoubtedly. They will fay, God is an all-fuffcient Be- 
ing. -§ His all-fufficiency is the ground on which our {criptures 
claim religious worfhip for him.** The invocation of others 
implies an infufficiency in God.tt The forgivenefs of fin is 
one of his moft glorious works.¢{ The receiving of a departing 
foul is another. §§ Prayer is called /uerifice. ||\| And the law 
fays, He that facrificeth unto any other God, fave unto Feuov ar 
onzr, he fhall be utterly deftroyed.qgq ‘Thus will the good man’s 

charafer lie under a charge of conffrudive blafphemy. Had 

Stephen taken Jefus Chrift, as fome of our countrymen take him, 
tor a goud man only,*+ he would have been guilty of RELATIVE 
blafphemy by invoking him, for he would have given a fanétion 


* Ads vi. 13, 14. + vii. 57, 58. 
¢ Pocock’s Defcription of the Eaft, vol. ii. chap.6. —« 
§ Timon had not read a late Apology, which fays, “ Stephen saw Jefus, 
when he prayed to him.” 
| Luke xxiii. 34,46. Gen. xvii. t. ** Pfal. xev. xevii. Ma. xl. &e, 
tt 2 Kingsi 3 {{ Dan. ix. 9. Exod. xxxiv.7. Luke vii. 49, 
§§ Pfal. xxxi. 5. |} Pfal exh. 2 cxvi. 176 
SG Exod xxii, 20> *¢ John vil, ra. 
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22 Revival of Religion in Freeport. 


to a practice which evidently tends to difhonour God, by diyert- 
ing fome of the nobleft acs of the mind from him, and by fixing 
them on a creature, contrary to his exprefs command, Tov 
SHALT WORSHIP NO OTHER Gop: FOR JEHOVAH, WHOSE NAME IS 
FsaAtous, 1s 4 ¥BALovs Gop.* ‘The lapidation of Stephen, how- 
ever, cannot be juftified in either of thefe cafes; for the law 
relates only to reat blafphemy, as I faid before.” 
Rosinson’s Plea for the Divinity of Chrift. 








Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in the Dif. 
trict of Maine, to his Friend in Bofton, dated 


Freeport, December 22, 1807. 
Dear Brother, 


I N the courfe of the laft fpring, two or three young 
perfons appeared to be under ferious impreflions, which contin- 
ued, until they were brought to rejoice in the truth. Not long 
after, they joined the Congregational church in this town. And 
fince that time, a number more have joined the fame church. 

About midfummer, a Mrs. Dunham appeared .to be under 
ferious concern for her foul. Thefe ouiiteen continued until 
the firft of O&ober, when fhe was brought to rejoice in a cruci- 
fied Saviour. On the 8th, fhe, with another young woman, who 
alfo gave evidence of a change of heart, was baptized by Elder 
Green, of North-Yarmouth. This was the firft inftance of bap- 
tifm being adminiftered in the apoftolic mode in this town. 

On the 11th of O&ober, a number of perfons who united as a 
Baptilt fociety, fet up a feparate meeting ; and had preaching 
that day by brother Lewis, of Portland. A few weeks preceding 
this, Mr. Thomas Paul, of Bofton, preached an evening lecture 
in this place, at which time a number of perfons were awakened ; 
four of whom have fince been brought to rejoice in the truth, 
and have been baptized. 

On the 3d of November, Elder Titcomb preached a fermon, 
and baptized two perfons; and again on the 1oth he preached, 
and adminiftered the ordinance to feven more. The perfons 
above mentioned, with fome others, were on the 20th embodied 
mato a church ftate. The 24th was obferved by this infant church 
as a day of falting and prayer, to feek direction in the choice of 
officers, and for other needed bleffings. 

November 29, Elder Stearns (lately ordained) who now re- 
fides among us, baptized four perfons: and during the month 
of December, feveral more followed their Lord into his watery 
grave. In one inftance, the ice, which was frozen to a confider+ 


* Exod. xxxiv, 12, 
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able thicknefs, was cut, and two females were buried in imitation 
of their baptized Lord. 

From a review of this work, I am led to conclude, it can be 
nothing fhort of the power of God, which has begun and carried 
it on thus far. It has not been attended with thofe extrava- 

ancies, which too frequently attend reformations. The fubjects 
of it have had their minds deeply and folemnly impreffed with a 
fenfe of their guilt and danger; and when brought to rejoice in’ 
the truth, they appear to have clear and confiftent views of 
divine things; hence their peace feems likely to be durable. 

Truly we may fay, “ the Lord*hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad:” for three’ months ago, we knew of but 
four or five perfons in this place, who appeared to be concerned 
for the falvation of their fouls; but now I believe we could 
count more than forty, who have been, or are at prefent, the 
fubjects of thefe religious impreflions. A confiderable propor- 
tion of the above number give evidence of a change of heart, 
while the others ftill remain anxious. I have reafon to believe 
that the work is ftill going on as rapidly as ever. We have fev- 
eral lectures every week, which are generally very full, and the 
people appear exceedingly folemn and attentive. May the Lord 
increafe this work abundantly, and grant that what we have 
feen here, may be as a few drops before a plentiful fhower. 

I remain, dear fir, your’s, &c. N. W 








For the Maflachufetts Baptift Miffionary Magazine, 
The Importance of owning Chriit before Men. 


’ 

Tuar religion has an effential influence on the man- 
ners and morals of fociety, will be readily admitted. But in 
order to its anfwering the important end for which it was de- 
figned, it muft be real in its nature, and pra¢ticai in its effects. 
The fecret impreflions of truth wn the mind, may indeed beneit the 
poffeffor ; but they are no farther ufeful to mankind than they are 
acted out. The talkative hollow-hearted hypocrite, continually 
ftands between the trembling timid believer and his duty. he 
latter detefts hypocrify, and the very fear of incurring the odious 
imputation, keeps him from honouring his Lord and Saviour. 

Some perfons of the above defcription, undoubtedly exempiiiy 
in their daily conduct and deportment, many of the precepts of 
the gofsel; yet where they are either afraid or afhamed openly 
to profefs themfelves the friends of the Redeemer, the world are 
liable to miftake their motives, and to impute whatever appears 
amiable in them, to fome felfifh ambitious principle, rather than 
to the grace of God inthe heart. In this cafe the religion of 
Jefus is robbed of its honour, and fociety defrauded of the benefi: 
of it$ influence. 























24 Importance of a Chriftian Profefpon. 


It is readily acknowledged, and moft fincercly lamented, that 
many who profefs religion, declare by their conduct that they 
are utterly unworthy of the name. In whatever community 
they are found, they are a conftant grief and reproach to all the 
truly pious.. Such characters are /pots in our folemn featts, 
whenever they preiume to intrude themfelves among real Chrif- 
tians. But were we never to profefs religion, until the church of 
Chrift fhall be wholly purged from irregular and hypocritical 
profeflors, we fhould probably withhold our influence as long as 
we lived. 

To. perfons a&ing upon the above principle, we earneftly 
recommend a ferious attention to the following important fay- 
ings of our blefled Mafter. ‘Ye are the light of the world. A 
city that is fet on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light 
a candle and put it under a bufhel, but on a candleftick ; and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the houfe. Let your light fo 
thine before men, that they may fee your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” ‘ Whofoever therefore fhall. 
be afhamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous and finful 
generation, of him alfo fhall the Son of Man be afhamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.” 
Again—attend to the confolatory declaration of Jefus to his 
faithful perfevering difciples. “ Then Peter faid, Lo, we have 
left all, and followed thee. And Jefus faid unto them, Verily I 
fay unto you, There is no man that hath left houfe, or parents, 
or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s fake, 
who fhall not receive manifold more in this prefent time, and in 
the world to come life everlafting.” 

Say, O thou timid believer, who ftandeft trifling all the day 
long, do thy vain excufes fully fatisfy thine own confcience even 
at the prefent moment? if not, canift thou expect that they will 
fatisfy thy final Judge? Be fo candid with thylelf as juft to re- 
examine the beft of them. Why fay you, ** Many who make a 
profeffion of religion, are a fcandal to the Chriftian name.’” 
Granted ; but is that any reafon why you fhould not profefs 
and alfo live religion? But you will reply, “I fhould be afham- 
ed to keep company with fuch fcandalous profeflors.” Very 
well; and are there none of the party with which you are now 
clafied, (I mean the world,) with whom you would bluth to be 
affociated ? You know there are. Why then continue your con- 
nexion with them? Would you not act more confiftently, to join 
with a people whom you fecretly love and refpeét, and exert 
your influence in promoting gofpel difcipline among them? No 
church can prevent its members from walking diforderly ; bug 
they certainly ought to difcipline them, whenever their conduct 
comes to their knowledge. ‘Io withhold reproof from a finning 
brother, and connive at his faults, has a dire&t tendency to con- 
frm and harden him in his guilt. This is not all; a church by 
thus neglecting its duty, becomes a “ partaker of other men’s 
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Importance of a Chriftian Profeffion. 25 


fins.” (t Tim. v. 22.) Whilf, on the other hand; “if any 
profeffed brother do err from the truth, and one convert him,-« 
he who converteth the finner from the error of his way, fhadl 
fave a foul from death, and fhall hide a multitude of fins.” 


- But, fay you, “ Thefe are not my reafons for neglecting to make 


an open profeffion ; but I have objections of a more {ferious na- 
ture: I have many doubts and fears with regard to my own 
fpiritual ftate.”’ It will be acknowledged, that there is more 
plaufibility in this, than in either of the foregoing ; but it is 
doubted whether even this, with a fincere believer, (for it is fuch 
only that I am reafoning with) can be a fufficient excufe. If 
every Chriftian were to delay his profeffion until he had arrived 
at a ftate of affurance, few, it is believed, would ever make a pro-= 
feffion. Does fuch a le of condué& correfpond with primitive 
example? Did the early adherents to the Chriftian doérine thus 
procraftinate? It is plain they did not. On the memorable 
day of pentecoft, “ they that gladly received the word were bap- 
tized ; and the fame day there were added unto them about three 
thoufand fouls.” ‘The jailer arofe “ the fame hour of the night,” 


‘and was baptized, he and all his ftraightway. Lydia did not 


leave the water-fide where the Lord firft opened her heart to 
receive the word, before fhe publickly profefled her faith in 
Chrift. The eunuch embraced the firft opportunity that pre- 
fented a fufficient quantity of water and a legal adminiftrator, 
after he believed. ‘“* And now, why tarrieft thou? (faid Ana- 
nias to Saul) arife, and be baptized.”’—In all thefe inttances, not 
one feature of the excufe we are now confidering, is to be found. 
No flothful delay ; no hefitating procraftination. A ready and 
cheerful obedience to the precepts of the gofpel, gave a decided 
charaéter to thefe young converts. The world were no longer 
in doubt with regard to the mafter they Were determined to ferve. 

We will ftate and attempt to anfwer one objection more, 
which is too frequently urged by fuch as we hope are real Chrif- 
tians. It is the following: “‘O (fay they) we are afraid, if we 
fhould make a profefffin, we fhould be left to fall away, and 
bring a reproach upon the precious caufe of Chrilt.” This ob- 
jection demands a ferious and candid anfwer, particularly be- 
caufe it appears to arife from a tender regard to the honour of 
the Redeemer’s caufe. But what is the real amount of it? [s it 
not this,—I will not do my duty to-day, for fear I thali hereafter 
negleé it! I will confent to fm in neglecting my Saviour’s com- 
mand to own him publickly, (for all negleé is fintul) for fear T 
may at fome future period walk unworthy my profeflion. Doft 


thou imdeed entertain a hope in the divine mercy, that thy foul 


fhall be faved in the day of the Lord? and art thou afraid to 
truft the Lord to keep thee, in the prefent world? O thameful 
inconfiftency! If thou art either afhamed or afratd to own thy 
Lord before men, haft thou not reafofi to fufpeé thy hope? for 
the genuine gofpel “hope maketh not afhamed.” ‘Thofe of us 
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26 The Happy Family. 


who are profeffors, can affure you from our own happy expeti- 
ence, that Chrift’s yoke is eafy, and his burden light; his ways 
are ways of pleafantnefs, and all his paths are peace. O then 
make hafte and delay not to keep his commands ; for in keeping 
them there is a great reward. 








| The Happy Family. 
Tue following beautiful extraé& is made from the 


Rev. William Jay’s fermon on John ix. 5. “ Now Jefus loved 
Martha, and her fifter, and Lazarus.”’ 

‘I pity (fays the author) the family where there is no one 
beloved of Jefus; no friend, to attract the Saviour’s regards; no 
protector, to ftand in the breach, and keep back invading judg- 
ments; no interceffor, to draw down the blefling of Heaven; 
no good example, to reprove, encourage, ftimulate. What does 
an angel think, when he pafles by fuch an irreligious dwelling ! 

“It is a mercy to find even one pious individual in a houfe. 
And whoever that diftinguifhed character be, I would fay to 
him, be thankful, be circumfpect ; remember every eye obferves 
you, and every tongue is afking, What do ye more than others ? 
Labour to be the happy inftrument of the converfion of the reft. 
Render your religion amiable ; “ whatfoever things are lovely 
and of good report—think on thefe things. For what knoweft 
thou, O wife, whether thou fhalt fave thy hufband? or how 
knoweft thou, O man, whether thou fhalt fave thy wife?’ But 
O how happy is the family, “ where two or three can *gather 


together in his name,’’ and know that he is “ in the midit of 


them ;” where the whole number are “ of one heart and of one 


foul ;” where all are conneéted together by claims more endear- 
ing than thofe of nature, by ties which death cannot diffolve, nor 
eternity impair. And fuch was this family.” 

Under his laft head, he makes the following very pertinent 
remarks. ‘* Let us then, fatisfied that he has our welfare in 
view, leave the means by which it is to be promoted to himfelf. 
Let us afcertain an intereft in his love, and fay, ** Behold here I 
am; let him do to me as feemeth good to him.” Ah! fome 
of you are ready to exclaim, This is what above all things I 
want to determine. Happy Martha, and Mary, and Lazarus ! 
Jefus loved you! O that he loved me! This would be the cor- 
dial of affliction, and the confolation of death. Loved of him, I 
could bear reproach, I could endure all things. A fellow crea- 
ture may love me, and be unable in a thoufand cafes to fuccour 


me; but Ais love pafleth knowledge, and is attended by the 
_exercife of infinite perfections. ‘There is no enemy which he 


cannot conquer, no wound which he cannot heal, no hope which 
he cannot realize. ‘ Say unto my foul, I am thy falvation.” 
Does he love me? Can I know this? Yes; and the cafe is more 
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Sketch of Mr. Perkins’s Miffionary Tour. = 27 


eafily decided than you imagine. The very folicitude you ex- 
prefs, fhews that your indifference towards him is deftroyed. 
And he has faid, “I love them that love me, and they that feek 
me early fhall find me.” 








A brief Sketch of the Rev. Mr. Perkins’s Miffion- 
ary Tour, through the northerly parts of New- 
Hampfthire, Vermont, and into Lower Canada. 


M R. Perkins left Hanover, N. H. the latter part of 
Augutt, 1806, and proceeded up Connetticut River, preaching 
in moft of the vacant towns until he came to Littleton. Here 
Providence feemed to open an ef@ual door for miffionary la- 
bours, which induced him to tarry in this vicinity a number of 
days. After preaching twice in the laft mentioned place, he vif- 
ited and preached in Lyman; while here, he was fent for to re- 
turn to Littleton and preach a funeral fermon. The following 
extract from his journal will fhow the occafion. 

“ A traveller was found dead in Conneéticut River. The 
body, though a rod or two from the fhore, was not more than 
half covered with water. Sept. roth the body was interred. I 
preached on the occafion to a crowded affembly, and was fa- 
voured with more than common freedom in praying and preach- 
ing. The people were folemn as though eternity were in view. 
In the courfe of the fermon, particularly towards the clofe, many 
were much affected. The Lord gave utterance to my feeble 
tongue, and eternal truth feemed to reach the hearts of the au- 
dience. ‘lhe Lord blefied the feafon to a number of fouls. To 
him be all the praife. 

“‘ hurfday, preached on the weft fide of the river, to about an 
hundred and fifty people ; the attention was great. I proceed- 
ed to Waterford, and preached twice to a {mall Baptift Society. 

“ Lord’s day, Sept. 14, returned to Concord, and preached at 
Major Frye’s, about four miles from the river, to an aflembly of 
about three hundred people. It was a folemn feafon, The 
countenances of the people indicated the feelings of their hearts. 
Eight or ten, we had reafon to hope, were ftruck under convic- 
tion; and fome old Chriftians were made to feel the refurreéction 
power. The gentleman whofe doors were thus opened for the 

ofpel to be preached, defired his beft regards to the Board of 
Truftees, and heartily thanks them for fending a miffionary 
among them; and prays, that Concord may be remembered 
by them. ‘There is neither a church nor minilter in this place. 

«©On Monday croffed to the weft fide of the river, and went to 
Dalton, and preached to a {mall affembly. The attention was 
pleafing, but nothing very fpecial. Tuuefday, 6th, I returned to 
Littleton, and vifited 2 number who were under ferious concern 
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28  Skeich of Mr. Perkins’s Miffonary Tour. 


for their fouls. Wednefday, 17th, preached near the ferry in 
Concord ; the houie could not contain the people. Before meet- 
ing began, I fel: half fick with fatigue; but the Lord ftrength- 
ened me both in body and in foul. After fermon baptized four 
perfons. On Thurfday, 18th, vifited from houfe to houle ; and 
on Friday, preached at Capt. Williams’s. Although it was a 
rainy time, about an hundred people colleéted. I had the fat- 
isfaction to addrefs an audience whole ears were open, and whofe 
hearts were tender. <sfter the public exercife baptized one per- 
fon more. 

“ Saturday, rode to Bethlehem, ten miles eaftward. Lord’s 
day, preachedtwice. The houfe was crowded, and the word was 
heard with attention. Preached again in the fame place on the 
22d, toa goodly number. I enjoyed much freedom of foul, and 
the people heard with great engagednefs. There is a Baptift 
church here, but no fettled minifter. The minds of the people 
are tender, and feel the want of help.’ 

Mr. lerkins continued to preach in the vicinity of Littleton 
until the beginning of Odtober, and then proceeded flowly up 
the river, in company with elder Powers, who was then on a 
miflion for the Society. ‘They vifited and preached in the dif- 
ferent towns, until they came to Leminton and Canaan. Here 
they parted, and Mr. Perkins croffed the line into Lower Cana- 
da, the 8th of October, and preached the fame evening. 

“On the gth, (fays Mr. Perkins) I travelled 12 miles through 
a dreary wilderneis, and a dreadful road, without a fingle houfe 
the whole diftance.”” Mr. P. tarried and preached more than 
twenty days in this Province. He was received with much af- 
fection, his meetings well attended, and we have reafon to believe 
that fome derived everlafting advantages from his faithful la- 
bours. The places on which he beltowed his principal labours, 
were, Eaton, Newport, Afcutt, Brumton, Compton, and Harri- 
ford. He mentions one inftance in which he rode feventeen 
miles without feeing a houfe. The firft of November he returned. 
again to the United States, revifiting moft of the places where he 
preached when going out, until he came to Littleton. 

“ Nov. 12, preached at Capt. Williams’s. The next day I 
vifited from houfe to houfe, and found that the work of the 
Lord had been increafing during my abfence.” After {pending 
a few days in the laft mentioned place, he returned to his family. 
Ee clofes his communication to the Society with the following 
remarks. 

“Dear fir, indulge me, while I make a few remarks. The 
country through which I have travelled, is rapidly fettling ; and 
to a large extent is deftitute of gofpel preaching. The people, 
in general, are very affectionate, and appear to be tender under 
the word preached. The kind ufage which I received amongh 
them, conftrains me to believe, that the Lord has in fome degree 
touched their hearts, They are fenfible of their want of help. 
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An Extraéi. 29 


In almoft every place where I preached, they would beg of me 
to tarry longer, pleading their lonefome fituation, on the account 
of having no ftated preaching. Even the youth and children, 
in fome inftances, would exprefs themfelves in a manner which 
affected my heart. ‘We cannot,’ faid they, ‘confent to have 
you go away. We are the molt needy people in the world; we 
are ignorant, and want teaching. We want you to come and 
hive here always,’ &c. 

«“ People would very often inquire concerning the Miflionary 
Board and their fund, and how [ happened to come amongtt 
them. On being informed, they would exclaim, ‘ What wicked 
creatures are we, if we cannot-be thankful, and improve the 
opportunity, when our friends in the States are fo careful for us !" 
People would often aflemble, to the amount of three or four 
hundred; and in fome inftances would travel fifteen miles, and 
often as much as ten in very bad roads. 

“I cannot clofe, without expreffing fome of my own views 
and feelings. It feems to me, that the circumftances of the peo- 
ple are fuch, as preflingly to call for further attention; indeed, 
there appears to be a Macedonian ery for help. I very often 
think of their fituation, and almolt fancy that I am prefent with 
them, hearing their complaints, and feeing the tears flow from 
their joyful eyes. 1 can do no lefs than recommend them to the 
Board of Truttees, to afford them further help, if they judge it 
expedient ; indeed they requefted me to do this errand: and in 
cafe of compliance, I believe there are many precious fouls that 
would blefs God for fuch a favour. 

Your’s, with affection, 


BARNABAS PERKINS. 
Secretary of the Soctety.” 


N. B. The Rev. Walter Powers, mentioned above, has been 
on a miffion about four months and an half, for the Society. 
His rout has been nearly the fame as that of Mr. Perkins ; it is 
hence thought unneceflary to give a detailed account, as it cor- 
refponds generally with the foregoing. 








For the Maffachufetts Baptift Miffionary Magazine. 
Extra& from Jennings’s Difquifition on Time. 


ALL punifhments muft be correfpondent to the ftate 
in which they are fuffered. In an eternal ftate they muft be 
eternal ;—in a temporal, they muft be temporal. For it is equal. 
ly impoffible that a being can be punifhed for a time, where no 
time is, as that it fhould be punifhed everlaftingly in a ftate 
which itfelf cannot laft.”’ 

Argument againfE Refloratian, profefed by the Univerfalifts. 
































SO Obfervance of the Lord’s Day.—Ordinations. 


Remarkable Teftimony in favour of the ftri€& Ob- 
fervance of the Lord’s Day. 


A YOUNG man, who had been employed in a gen-’ 
tleman’s garden in Suffolk, had a ftrong inclination to try his 
fortune near the metropolis. Accordingly, he came to London ;- 
and foon got into a fituation at the weft end of the town, where 
he in a few years acquired fo much property that he took fome 
ground, and entered into bufinefs for himfelf. He had been 
brought up in a religious manner, and in the ftriét obfervance of 
the Sabbath ; but the love of the world now fo far got the afcen- 
dency, as to induce him to violate that facred day, by felling 
various articles which his garden produced. Providence, how- 
ever, frowned upon him, fo that his profpect of great gain proved 
delufive. By fome unaccountable means, he failed of fuccefs in 
all his f{chemes ; and in a fhort time became a bankrupt. His 
fifter, a pious young woman, who kept his houfe, told him her 
apprehentions ; that the caufe of his misfortune was, his profana- 
tion of the Sabbath; and itrongly urged him to begin bufinefs 
again upon a {mall fcale, offering to lend him all fhe had (which 
was but thirty fhillings) to buy a few neceffary articles, upon 
this condition, that he fhould fell nothing upon the Lurd’s day, 
but devote it wholly to religion ; in which cate, fhe toid him, he 
might hope for a divine bleffing. He agreed to take her advice ; 
and he foon experienced the wifdom of it ; for he quickly began 
to find his bufinefs wonderfully to profper ; and, in a few years, 
rofe to fuch affluence as to purchafe the ground he had hired ; 
and to be able to communicate largely of his fubftance for the 
honour of God, and for the good of many. 

The truth of the above can be attefted by perfons living, who 
knew the man and his hiftory. The reader is left to make his 
own reflections. Lond. Evan. Mag. 
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Ordinations. 


Ar Stamford, in Conneéticut, on the 30th of Auguft 
iaft, Mr. Frepericx Smitu, co-paftor with the Rev. Ebenezer 
Ferris, in the Baptift church in that place. The Rev. John 
Stanford, of New-York, preached on the occafion, from Jer. iii. 
15. and prayed at the laying on of hands; Rev. Mr. Fountain, 
of Bedford, delivered the charge; and Rev. Mr. St. John, of 
Ridgefield, gave the right hand of fellowfhip; and the fenior 
paftor offered the concluding prayer. ‘ Unanimity and a pleaf- 
urable glow of Chriftian love from foul to foul, pervaded the 
fervices.”’ 

At Salem, (at the meeting of the Warren Affociation) Rev. 
Wittiam Bentiy, to the work of an evangelift. Brother 























Ordinations. tn 


Collier addreffed the throne of grace, brother Grafton preached 
from 2 Cor. x 4. brother Blood prayed at the laying on .of 
hands, brother Baldwin delivered the charge, brother Batchelder 
gave the right hand of fellowthip, and brother Peak made the 
concluding prayer.” Min. Affociation. 

At Hartford, in Connecticut, on the 9th of Oober laft, Rev. 
Henry Grew, to the paftoral care of the Baptift church in that 
city. ‘the Rev Mr. Gano, of Providence, preached on the oc- 
cafion, from Matt. xxviii. 20, laft claufe; Rev. Mr. Dodge, of 
Lebanon, offered up the ordaining prayer; Rev. Mr. Pitman 
delivered the charge ; and Rev. Mr. Bradley, of Mansfield, gave 
the feilowfhip of the churches. 

At Lebanon, on the 13th of Odober, by the laft mentioned 
council, Rev. Mr. Goopwin, to the work of an evangelift, 
Rev. Mr. Pitman preached on the occafion; Rev. Mr. Bradley 
prayed at the laying on of hands; Rev. Mr. Gano gave the 
charge; and Rev. Mr. Grew gave the right hand of fellowthip. 

ft Portland, Oétober 21, Rev. Jostan Converse, to the pai- 
toral care of the Baptift church of Chrift in that place. Sermon 
by the Rev. Thomas Green, of North Yarmouth.* 

t North Yarmouth, Oé¢tober 22, Rev. Siras Stearns, to the 
work ot an evangelift. Rev. Mr. Tripp, of Hebron. preached 
from Pfalm cxxvi 6; Kev. Mr. Green prayed at the laying on 
of hands; Rev. Mr. Titcomb gave the charge, and Mr. Green 
the right hand of fellowthip | 

At Barnftable, March 16, 1808, the Rev. Barnasas Bares, 
to the paftoral care of the Baptift church and fociety in that 
place Rev. Dr. Baldwin, of Bofton, preached on the occation, 
from John xxi. 15.; Rev. Mr. Lovell, of Rowley, prayed at the 
laying on of hands; Rev. Mr. Blood, of Bolton, delivered the 
charge; Rev. Mr. Lewis, of Harwich, gave the right hand of 
fellowthip ; and brother Blood offered up the concluding prayer. 


EDITOR. 





* We have not the particulars of this ordination, 
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Hymn on Jer. xxxi. 20. 


“I; Ephraim my dear fon? is he a pleafant child? for fince I fpake 
againfi him I de carneftly remember him fill; therefore my bowels 
are troubled for him: I will furely have mercy upou him, faith the 
Lord.” 


2 Rerury, O wanderer, return, 
And feek an injur’d Father’s face ; 
Thofe warm deiires that in thee burn 
Were kindled by reclaiming grace. 

2 Return, O wanderer, return, 

And feek a Father’s melting heart ; 
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. £1ymns. 
His pitying eyes thy grief difcern, 
His hand thall heal thine inward {matt 
3 Return, O wanderer, return; 
He heard thy deep repentant figh ;. 
He heard thy foften’d fpirit mourn; 
When no intruding ear was nigh. 


4 Return, O wanderer, return ; 
Thy Saviour bids thy fpirit live : 
Go to his bleeding feet, and learn - 
How freely Jefus can forgive. 
§ Return, O wanderer, recurn, 
And caft away thy flavith fear ; 
”Tis God who fays, “no longer mourn,”’ 
Tis mercy’s voice invites thee. near. 


6 Return, O wanderer, return ; 
Regain thy loft, lamented rett ; 
Jehovah’s melting bowels yearn 

To clafp his Ephraim ‘to his breaft. 
W. B.C. 








| The Joy of a Revival. 
i W HEN God his work revives, 


And finners learn his ways, 
The faints are happy, and their lives 
Are vocal in his praife. 


2 Their ears rejoice to hear 
Poor finners afk the way, 
That truth and juftice can appear, 
In mercy’s bright difplay. 
3. To God the Spirit’s throne 
They raife their grateful fongs : 
The glory of this work alone 
To his great. pow’r belongs. 
4 Believing in the name 
Of Zion’s glorious King, 
Behold! the happy converts. claim 
Their .place with faints to fing. 


5 Zion with love receives 
The new-born fons of grace ; 


Each finner who the ‘truth believes 
Is welcome to a place. 


6 Saviour, thy fceptre fway ! 
’ O {pread thy kingdom wide, 
Till all thy chofen race obey, 
And in thy love confide. 














